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1. Introduction
 
eClips EasySearch is an intuitive user-interface for conducting searches across the eClips database. All searches are dependent on the level of access associated to a particular user and his/her organisations License level. 


EasySearch User Interface
 
The EasySearch UI can be found at: http://www.nla-eclips.co.uk/easysearch/default.aspx
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To access the UI, no authentication credentials needs to be passed. Credentials will only be passed when trying to execute a search query. 
 
Title

The "Title" drop-down list specifies the newspaper title you wish to execute your search against. By default, the "All Titles" tick-box is enabled which means all available newspaper titles will be searched against. To select a specific newspaper title, ensure the "All Titles" tick-box is un-checked and select the appropriate title from the drop-down list.
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2. Time Period

You can specify the time range to search against. Default is "Today"
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3. Result Format

Specifies the format in which the results are displayed. Results are displayed by default in HTML format. Available result formats are, HTML, XML and ASCII (Plain text).
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4. Edition 

Species the newspaper edition scope to search against. Options are: All editions, Last edition and specific edition. All Editions is selected by default.
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Specific edition allows you to specify a specific edition to search against. This option is made available via a drop-down list when specific-edition is selected as per the image below:
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5. Search Engine 

Allows you specify which NLA search engine to execute your search through. It is strongly recommended that you use the "Current" value which is selected as the default value as results are more accurate and faster through the current search engine. 
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Search term(s) 

Using this text box, enter the search term(s) you wish to search for. Please see "Basic Search Principles and Rules" for more information about how to structure your search terms. Press the "Search" button to execute the search as per your specified criteria. 
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6.  Generate API call

Once you have specified your search term(s), press "Generate API call" to generate a raw API call based on your specified criteria. The resultant URL can then be used to provide a result-set without re-inputting the criteria through the EasySearch UI. 
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7. Basic Search Principles and Rules
 
For simple searches, it is easiest to type a few words conforming to the principles and rules listed below.
 
Spaces (AND operator) 

When you separate multiple words with spaces, the spaces are interpreted as an AND operator as explained below.

For example: Entering New York City has the same effect as entering New AND York AND City.
 
AND operator

When you enter words separated by the word "AND,” a document will only be found if all of the words you specified are contained somewhere in its index entry. 

For example: If you enter New AND York AND City as your search criteria, you will find "New York City Subways," "City Subways of New York," and "City of York's New Plaza." (For clarity, some people make a habit of enclosing the AND operator with angle brackets like this: New <AND> York <AND> City.)

Commas, (OR operator)

When you enter words separated by commas (or commas plus spaces), a document will be included in the search results list, if any one of the words you specified, are contained anywhere in its index entry. (In technical terms, commas are treated as Boolean OR operators.) 

For example: If you enter New, York, and City as your search criteria, you will find "new products," "Yorktown park," "New York tours," and "your city departments." 
8. Search phrases (quotation marks)

When you enclose multiple words between quotation marks, you create a search phrase. A document will only be found if all of those words in that exact sequence are contained somewhere in its index entry. 

For example: If you enter the phrase "New York City" as your search criteria, you will find "New York City Subways," but not "City Subways of New York."

Exact searches 

Anything enclosed in double-quote marks are searched for exactly as-is. 

For example: If you enter "Atchison, Topeka, and Santa Fe" as your search criteria, only documents that have that exact string of letters and punctuation somewhere in their index entries will be listed. In other words, the commas and the word and are treated as elements to search for rather than as operators.

Boolean operators

In technical terminology: Netscape Compass Server uses standard Boolean operators such as <and>, <or>, <not>, and so forth.
 

9. Partial words 

You can search for combinations of letters, numbers, and common characters regardless of whether or not they form a full, correctly spelled word.

Reserved words 

· AND
· OR
· NOT

These words are treated as special reserved words that Netscape Compass Server interprets as operators that tell it how it should conduct the search rather than words to be searched for. 

NOTE: These operators must all be CAPITALIZED, i.e NOT, OR, and AND. 

For example: The criteria "truth or consequences" treats the word or as part of the phrase you are searching for rather than instructing the server to search for either the word truth or the word consequences. You must then specify or as OR for the search to work.
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